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Two events this month 

1st Event: Celia Rosser Gallery visit 

Location: 1791 Meeniyan-Promontory Rd, Fish Creek 

Date/Time: Sat October 5 at 11:00 AM 

2nd Event: Talk on LV Brown Coal Mine Rehabilitation. 

Location: Federation Training Horticultural Building, 

Morwell. 

Date/Time Thursday October 10 at 7:30 PM 

On October 5 we will be meeting at the Celia Rosser gallery at 11:00 AM where Celia will 

give us a free-ranging talk of her story. Entry is $10 per person (refundable if you make a 

purchase of over $100).  BYO lunch and drink, or you can buy coffee or tea in the gallery 

café. There will also be the opportunity to have a walk around the attached gardens. 

The second event is on our normal meeting night of Thursday 10th, and will be a talk by 

Latrobe Valley Mine Rehabilitation Commissioner Rae Mackay on proposals for 

rehabilitating the Valley’s extensive open cut brown coal mining infrastructure.  Come along 

and hear how they could be turned into community assets. 
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Leader’s Report 

n Saturday September 14th, a beautiful spring day, 21 members (including 2 young 

members) attended Steve and Bri’s Gormandale garden. Thanks to Mike for 

organizing the day. Apart from original well-established trees and shrubs already 

there, the oldest plantings were 4 years old. These are mainly around the house, which is at 

the top of the block. More recent plantings reach further out into the paddocks of the 20-

acre property. It is located on low rolling hills with a gentle slope and a northerly aspect, 

surrounded by farm land. They have tank 

water and also a picturesque dam, recently 

filled after a very dry summer. The dam was 

booming with frog inhabitants, mostly 

Pobblebonks. Frogs eggs were seen, 

prompting many of us to comment that “we 

hadn’t seen any for years”. 

Meandering around the curved paths surrounding their gardens, grevilleas are the main 

species, being Steve’s favourite, with a lot of other species intermingled. Bri likes natives in 

general and has a soft spot for the pea family. Labelling their plants is an ongoing job, the 

name of the plant is burnt into a hardwood peg and then varnished, very time consuming 

but very effective.  Many plants were in full flower, reds, oranges, yellows, purples, browns, 

whites, pinks, creams. Small subtle flowers to bold bright ones, some plants covered in 

blooms, others with just one or two here and there. Unusual foliage is prominent in some of 

Bri’s and Steve’s choices giving added interest. 

Steve estimated they had planted just under 800 different 

plants with Grevilleas the majority, many of which the 

“gurus” of the club hadn’t heard of. They obtain their plants 

from local nurseries and mail order from Queensland and 

WA. Bri also likes to try propagating from cuttings and seeds, 

although she states she has been more successful with 

seeds than cuttings. Recently they have 

had drainage problems after some heavy 

rainfall and seepage from up the hill, with excavation works now in 

progress in the paddock down from the house. Bri has visions of planting a 

lot more of the property with natives. They also have a large planting of 

lavender which they harvest for oil extraction.  

It was so nice to see a young couple with so much passion, knowledge 

and love of Australian plants, and you cannot help getting caught up in 

their enthusiasm. I think the day was judged a success as everyone 

seemed to linger late into the afternoon, not appearing to want to go 

home, chatting fervently about what they had seen. 

Many thanks Bri and Steve for sharing your lovely garden, and good 

gardening for the future.  

Regards Rhonda.     

O 
By Rhonda Fitch 
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ey, isn’t this the season we all love?  I know I 

can always find a native flower in the 

garden, no matter what time of year but this 

is where it really comes together for the gardener.  

With so many plants taking advantage of the rain 

and those beautiful, sunny spring days there is a 

real ‘new life’ feel in the air.  The only problem is 

that the weeds think it’s great too and I have 

been kept pretty busy pulling weeds and adding them to my ‘weed soup’, 

which actually looks like it is starting to ferment.  Maybe I could turn it into 

a good moonshine! 

The spring season was very apparent when we visited the Gormandale 

garden of Steve and Briony.  Both Steve and Bri work for Vic Rail, and Steve 

obviously has an eye for old railway memorabilia signs with the property 

named ‘Murrabit’ via an old three-metre-long station sign.  I also noticed 

a sign on his shed, ‘Beware of Trains’; not sure it is applicable there but a 

good rule to live life by never the less.  The development of the garden in 

just four years shows great promise for the future.  With a north facing 

hillside of (mostly) well drained sandy soil who knows where it will go?  They 

both have a lot of enthusiasm and Bri is particularly interested in 

propagation.  It seems she has mastered growing from seed already and 

may only need a little coaching in 

the art of growing from cuttings from 

the propagators in our group.  I have 

an invitation to take some cuttings 

from their garden myself so hopefully 

a few new grevilleas might start 

turning up in the raffle plants.  

Enough of the words, I will fill out this page with some more pics of Murrabit garden flowers. 

I want to give a big thankyou to this month’s articles contributors, Rhonda and Pamela (and 

we should never overlook Mike’s ongoing efforts).  It is very much appreciated.  As I keep 

saying, a few words, a few photos and I will make an article of it.  If you are unsure how to 

get photos (or words) to me, let me know and we will work something out.   

Cheers for now and hoping to see you 

at the Celia Rosser Gallery and/or our 

Thursday night meeting,  

Col.  

H 
Editor’s Notes. By Col Jackson 
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Plants in my Garden 156  
 

Species: Arthropodium strictum (syn. Dichopogon strictus). 

 

Family: Asparagaceae (was formerly part of Liliaceae). 

 

Derivation: 

Arthropodium: From the Greek arthron, 

meaning ‘joint’, and 

podion, meaning ‘a small 

foot’, referring to the jointed 

pedicels (flower stalks) in 

this genus. 

Dichopogon: From the Greek dichon, 

meaning ‘doubly’ or ‘in two 

ways’, and pogon, 

meaning ‘beard’, referring 

to the two beard-like 

appendages on the 

anthers.  

strictum;  From the Latin strictus, 

meaning ‘strait’ and used 

botanically to mean 

straight, erect and rigid. 

 

Name: Chocolate Lily. 

 

Distribution: Widespread and locally common in grassland and open forest in all states, 

though plants in WA and Queensland have now been transferred to other taxons, so no 

longer officially occur there. In Victoria, this species is abundant across the state, excluding 

the Mallee north of the Little Desert, the high country and Gippsland east of Bairnsdale. 

   

Description: A perennial, tuberous herb with grass-like leaves up to 40cm long by 1.5cm 

wide. The flowering stem is usually branched and up to 1.2m tall, bearing blue to violet, 

rarely white, drooping flowers up to 3cm in diameter. The flowers are solitary in each bract 

(a leaf-like structure that subtends a flower stem) and have a lovely chocolate-vanilla scent 

that is more noticeable on warmer days. Capsules about 8mm in diameter contain 

numerous little black seeds. 

 

Opinion: The boffins seem to be really confused about this one. Or maybe just a bit 

disorganised. I’ll try to explain! Originally, the little lilies were put into a very broad and ill-

defined family called Liliaceae, which is still current in South Australia. Then the taxonomists 

got to work and separated Liliaceae into about a dozen better defined families. But then, 

as separate entities are wont to do, the State herbariums chose different families to place 

the Chocolate Lily into. Victoria and WA chose Asparagaceae, NSW went with 

Anthericaceae and QLD and Tasmania settled on Laxmanniaceae, which is probably the 

By Mike Beamish 
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most current. NSW and WA stayed with the original Dichopogon while the rest transferred 

the Chocolate Lily to Arthropodium. The difference between the two is the presence of the 

2 beard-like appendages on the anthers in Dichopogon, which aren’t there in most 

Arthropodium, so in my opinion Dichopogon is the more defining name. It’s a similar 

argument to the Banksia/Dryandra or Melaleuca/Callistemon or Eucalyptus/Corymbia 

debacles, but I’m not a boffin so my opinion doesn’t count for much. Let’s forget the 

scientific jargon and just call it a Chocolate Lily. 

 

I love this plant! It brings back fond memories as a kid in Morwell in the 1970’s, walking along 

the railway line easements with Mum, looking for wildflowers. All the little lilies were still there 

then, not only Chocolate Lilies, but Early Nancies, Milkmaids and Bulbine Lilies, as well as a 

variety of orchids. I doubt any of them survive there today! More recently, there has been 

a good flowering of Chocolate Lilies every 3 or 4 years on the roadside verges between 

Yinnar and Boolarra and on a warm day, you can smell the delicious perfume wafting in 

the car windows as you drive by on the main road. Wherever you find this plant, the first 

thing you do is stick your nose in it to be transported back to the happy memories of 

childhood. 

 

Enough melancholy musings! In the garden, this species suffers a bit, like a lot of the other 

small lilies. Its normal life cycle is to grow and flower when the conditions are suitable, and 

then die back to its tuberous roots to avoid the hot and dry, only to shoot up once again in 

the next good season. Most gardens get watered over summer though, which can cause 

the tuberous roots to rot away, thus damaging the plant. There are also concentrated 

populations of critters in gardens (slugs and snails, slaters, earwigs, millipedes, aphids, etc), 

all of which love a good chew on a nice succulent lily plant. So, most of my attempts to 

grow Chocolate Lilies haven’t gone very well. They germinate readily from freshly collected 

seed, but need to be fed to keep them growing. My latest lot of four plants came from 

Cathy Powers and I’ve had them in a waterwell tub with my Christmas Bells (Blandfordia 

sp., one of which flowered in February/March 2019), sitting in my nursery area on the vegie 

garden, where they get regular watering. Hence, they stay green much longer than they 

would in the wild, flower longer and later, and seem to be generally happier than my 

previous specimens. As I was too slow collecting it, they have just scattered their latest 

batch of seed through my vegie garden – I wonder if I’ll get a good crop next spring? 

  

Sources: Sharr – WA Plant Names and their Meanings. 

  Elliot & Jones – Encyclopaedia of Australian Plants, Volumes 2 & 3. 

  Corrick & Fuhrer – Wildflowers of Victoria. 

  Online – Floras of Victoria, South Australia, NSW, Tasmania & WA. 

  

2019 Latrobe Valley Group Events Calendar 
Month Day Date Activity Time 

Oct 5 Sat Visit to the Celia Rosser Gallery at Fish Creek 11:00am 

Oct 10 Thu Latrobe Valley brown coal mine rehabilitation 7:30pm 

Nov TBA TBA Spring camp – Lions Village Licola?  

Dec Friday 6 Peppermint Ridge Farm Noon  
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hile caravanning through New South 

Wales (and trying to dodge bushfires) 

Yvonne and I visited this magnificent 

Japanese garden at Cowra.  The garden 

covers 12.5 acres and was designed by Ken 

Nakajima, a world-renowned garden 

architect.  It opened in 1979 and has an 

amazing collection of plants and trees, 

including eucalypts. We were a bit early for a 

full display of cherry blossoms but I found a 

few. Of interest to some is the Japanese 

prisoner of war camp just down the road from 

the garden. Cowra was also chosen by the 

Federal Government to be the home for our 

national Peace Bell.   

W 
A Japanese Garden By Pamela Cox 
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 recently attended a Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists excursion to 

Holey Plains State Park just out of Rosedale. On 4/1/2019 a 

devastating bush fire commenced in the park and wasn’t put out 

for some time, with over 80% of the park burnt. 

Holey Plains State Park consists of 10638 hectares of low sandy ridges 

with mixed banksia and eucalypt open forest and woodlands. It is 

known for its exceptionally diverse flora with about one in five plant 

species known in Victoria present in the park. I had visited previously 

in August 2017 but this time we stopped at approximately 3 or 4 

different sites (some tracks are not renamed yet) where we did short 

plant surveys, making lists with lots of consulting between participants. 

How much is on the list is determined by how long the stop was for, 

the number of people taking part and also the 

knowledge of the participants. 

The panorama of the area was stark, with burnt 

remains of trees for as far as 

you could see and some 

greenery starting to 

appear. The epicormic 

growth on the eucalypts 

was well on the way, being 

more pronounced along 

the tracks, possibly 

because there are more 

eucalypts along the tracks with banksias more abundant further 

away. Orchids were prominent in some areas with the Small Gnat-

orchid (Cyrtostylis reniformis) and the Striped Greenhood (Pterostylis 

striata) in flower. There were other orchid varieties in leaf and bud but 

overall were not as plentiful as our previous visit in 2017. 

On the south boundary track off Chessum Rd. the Austral Grass 

Tree (Xanthorrhoea australis) were a delight to see with 

vigorous, plentiful specimens in flower and flourishing after the 

fire. Unfortunately, no sign of the rare Wellington Mint Bush 

(Prostanthera galbraithiae). We lunched at Merriman Creek 

picnic area and this was the other highlight of the day, 

because it had luckily been saved from the fire. The tall old 

Manna Gums and silver wattles, all in full bloom, greeted us 

after the dismal burnt remains of the bush leading to the picnic 

area. These photos show how resilient the Australian Bush is 

after a severe fire.   [See more photos next page Ed.] 

  

I 
Holey Plains State Park: Recovery after the fire. By Rhonda Fitch 
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Rainfall for 2018 (in mm) 

  Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jly Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Wayne Tanjil South 85 10 47 21 92 92 131 73 84 32 120 52 839 

John Traralgon South 36 4 19 12 98 45 89 89 60 34 76 36 596 

Diane Drouin 73 12 48 23 131 77 106 102 61 33 150 106 921 

Mike Boolarra 61 15 39 37 90 66 102 103 67 39 174 54 844 

Mary Jeeralang Junction 57 9 31 32 78 45 108 100 59 34 121 47 719 

Brian Drouin 63 15 36 11 122 86 88 98 55 40 145 94 853 

Carolyn Yarragon 53 16 40 30 148 61 114 92 87 28 120 53 840 

Judy Moe South 54 16 39 30 114 80 86 121 79 34 99 59 811 
               

Rainfall for 2019 (in mm) 

    Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Wayne Tanjil South 21 20 51 42 97               231 

John Traralgon South 16 23 21 37 145 54 111           407 

Diane Drouin 8.5 37 57 47 125 63 101 200         636 

Mike Boolarra 9 23 51 43 132 67 106 207         636 

Mary Jeeralang Junction 8 38 49 32 120 59 103 176         584 

Brian Drouin 6 29 63 51 125 57 101 197         629 

Carolyn Yarragon 10 22 26 42 138 79 103 226         647 

Judy Moe South 12 22 52 43 152 81 127 118         607 
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1 October 2019 – APS South East Melbourne have John Arnott from Royal Botanic Gardens 

Cranbourne talking to their group on “Care for the Rare”. The meeting starts at 8.00 pm at 

Hughesdale Community Hall, cnr Poath and Kangaroo Road, Hughesdale. 

5 & 6 October - APS Grampians Group Pomonal Native Flower Show, Pomonal Hall. 9.30 

am to 5.00 pm on Saturday, 10.00 – 4.00 on Sunday.  

12 October APS Echuca Moama Native Flower Showcase. Echuca Masonic Lodge Hall, 

426 High Street, Echuca. 9.00 am to 4.00 pm. A huge flower display, plant sales, floral art, 

Native Bonsai, basket weaving and other displays and demonstrations.  

12 & 13 October – APS South Gippsland Native Plant Sale and Flower Show. 10am -

4pm Saturday & Sunday. South Gippsland Historical Automobile Club Pavilion, Leongatha 

Recreation Reserve.     

12 & 13 October – Wimmera Growers of Australian Plants Spring Garden Festival. Horsham 

Botanical Gardens, Firebrace Street, Horsham, from 8.00 am to 5.00 pm. 

 

12 & 13 October – APS South Australia 2019 Spring Expo Native Flower Display and Plant 

Sale. 10am-4pm. Adelaide Showgrounds, Wayville. Entry $3. Check 

www.australianplantssa.asn.au for more details. 

 

12 & 13 October – Biodiversity Symposium – “Restored Ecosystems or Green Deserts and 

Ecological Traps”. Hosted by the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria Inc. At the RSL, South 

Parade, Blackburn from 8.30 am to 4.30 on Saturday, Sunday 9.00 am till noon. Then a 

guided excursion to Westgate Park all afternoon.  

The Biodiversity Symposium will be around the theme of revegetation, recovery, 

rehabilitation, reinstatement, replacement, regeneration and “restoration” of ecosystems 

after they have been damaged, if not destroyed, by human activity. The realities of the 

complexity of biodiversity, and what needs to happen to monitor and measure real 

success to achieve better outcomes in a range of environments, will be subjects for open 

and frank discussion. The actual value of “offsets” in the real world will also be discussed. 

19 October - APS Mitchell Plant Expo and Sale. Kilmore Memorial Hall, 14 Sydney Street, 

Kilmore. From 9 am to 3 pm.  

26 & 27 October - Cranbourne Friends Spring Plant Sale.  10.00 am to 4.00 pm. (Mel 133 

K10)  

26 & 27 October - APS Ballarat Spring Flower Show.  Robert Clark Centre, Ballarat Botanical 

Gardens. 10 am – 4 pm. 

9 November 2019 APS Victoria Committee of Management Meeting hosted by APS 

Bendigo.  

Coming events of interest 

http://www.australianplantssa.asn.au/
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17 February to 17 April 2020 - Australian Plants Revealed.  An Exhibition highlighting 

Banksias and Unique Australian Flora at the Maroondah Federation Estate Gallery, 32 

Greenwood Avenue, Ringwood. In April 2020 it will be 250 years since the East Coast of 

Australia was first sighted from the Endeavour when Lieutenant Cook, his crew and 

passengers saw Point Hicks in East Gippsland. Joseph Banks and Daniel Solander 

collected many specimens from the East Coast for scientific study.  

28 March 2020 APS Victorian Committee of Management meeting hosted by APS 

Maroondah. 

 

28 March 2020 - A Keynote address by Professor Tim Entwistle as part of “Australian Plants 

Revealed” 

4 April 2020 APS Geelong Australian Native Plant Sale. ‘Wirrawilla’, 40 Lovely Banks Rd, 

Lovely Banks. A BBQ, refreshments, books sales, children’s activities and a great selection 

of native plants. 

 

18 April - APS Yarra Yarra Native Plant & Book Sale. At Eltham Senior Citizens Centre, 903 

Main Road, Eltham from 10 am to 4 pm.  

 

2 May 2020 APS Mornington Plant Sale, Seawinds, Arthurs Seat State Park, Purves Rd, 

Arthurs Seat. 10 am to 3.30 pm.  

 

24 & 25 October 2020 13th FJC Rogers Seminar on “Mint Bushes & Allied Genera”. Hosted 

by APS Yarra Yarra in Eltham. 

 

 

    
Leader: Rhonda Fitch 0459749885 rhonda.1.fitch@aussiebroadband.com.au 

Deputy-leader: Brian Hetherington 0497000925 heth3818@gmail.com 
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Treasurer: Mike Beamish 0447452755 mcandcjb@gmail.com 
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Website: John Stephens 0439755013 jsst@aussiebb.com.au 
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HOMEGROWN NATIVE PLANTS MAYBE SOLD AT EACH MEETING.COPYRIGHT: ARTICLES OR INFORMATION ARE NEEDED FOR EVERY 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER. PLEASE ACKNOWLEDGE THE SOURCE AND ORIGINAL AUTHOR. SEND YOUR ARTICLES TO THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR; 

note SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS THE 25TH OF EACH MONTH.  MEMBERSHIP FEES; per ANNUM: TO BE PAID BY 30TH JUNE FOR BOTH LATROBE 

VALLEY GROUP Inc. AND AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY (SGAP Victoria) Inc. 
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