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Next Meeting 

Meeting: Member’s Night. Bring your beauties to 

show off. 

Location: Federation Training Horticultural 

Building, Morwell. 

Date: Thursday November 14 

Time: 7:30 PM 

The next meeting will be an opportunity to bring along some of your favourite 

plants to show off and share, or maybe just to ask questions about.  Perhaps you 

are not sure what it is or you would like to know how to propagate it. There will be 

some potting mixture, pots, tags, secateurs etc to facilitate this, so be ready to get 

down and dirty.  There will also be a microscope available so that you can get in 

close and personal with your flowers (and their inhabitants!). 
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Leader’s Report 

n Saturday 5 October, 12 APS members and 2 visitors attended the Celia Rosser gallery 

in Fish Creek. Celia became known as the Banksia Lady for her botanical artwork 

depicting the entire genus of Banksia. The Monash Banksia Project took 25 years and 

culminated in the production of 77 paintings and the publication of an extraordinary three 

volume florilegium. 

Celia lives nearby and visits the gallery with her son Andrew 

when it is open.  An artist in his own right, Andrew made the 

beautiful wooden Banksia table that Celia was seated at 

when she gave her warm, friendly talk.  It was an informal 

environment and she answered our many questions with little 

jewels of humour interspersed through her stories. Celia still 

actively paints as she feels inclined.   

Celia loved to draw as a child, but her mother did not 

encourage her. She remembers one day drawing a 

caricature of her family giving them all apple shaped heads 

and drawing a down turned mouth on her mother’s 

caricature. Her much older sister, school teacher Ethel, saw 

her artistic potential and encouraged and enabled her to 

attend art classes at Melbourne Technical College, instead of 

learning dress making like her mother wished. After 

completing graduation, one of Celia’s jobs was working for 

Myers Department Store, illustrating fashion in the Myer 

Country Catalogue. Celia married in 1951 to a returned 

soldier/school teacher and they travelled to different country 

towns in Victoria. They had a family and because of the times, Celia was a stay-at-home 

mother with the responsibility of looking after all the children’s needs. She continued 

painting landscapes and wildflowers. In 1968 the Education department moved her 

husband to a school in Melbourne.  

 In 1970 Celia got a job at Monash University as a Science Faculty Artist, but was employed 

to do a variety of work, mainly drawing graphs which she found rather boring. Eventually 

botanist Dr George Scott, whose specialty was mosses, became aware of her abilities. He 

was a Scot and always wore his kilt and sporran. He eventually became her teacher, 

mentor and confident and this was the making of her career. Celia illustrated his book on 

Mosses (and was allowed to choose the cover drawing). And so, it was announced she 

was truly a Botanical Artist. She now wanted to expand her botanical painting and decided 

on Banksia serrata. By sneaking a bit of time at work and working at home, she painted a 

specimen gathered at Wilsons Prom. Every Monday she would show the progress of her 

work in the staff room at Monash as she wanted Dr Scott to see what she was capable of. 

Dr Scott and Professor Canny approached her when the painting was finished and asked 

her to paint all the Australian Banksia’s. Thus, started her new career in 1973. Celia finished 

the last painting in 1999, just over 25 years from starting, 76 paintings in all. Then, in 2002, 

Peter Olde and Neil Marriott found a new Banksia in W.A. It was named Banksia rosserae in 

O 
By Rhonda Fitch 

Skink on B. blechnifolia in the 

gallery garden. 
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honour of Celia’s artistic work. In 2006 Celia completed the painting of Banksia rosserae, 

after visiting it on site in W.A. The flowers are like yellow pom poms with a touch of green on 

the end. 

Celia’s finest paint brush that she uses is a size 2 and she likes French brushes. One of her 

most important lessons in painting was learning that “pure 

white” does not occur in nature and when painting on off 

white canvas or paper you get the most realistic colour 

matches to nature with your paints. Monash University 

retains her original collection and she sells prints at the 

Gallery. Her work is superb, intricate, fine and life-like with 

every detail. At certain angles it looks like the plant is 

actually mounted behind glass. The garden surrounding 

the gallery is planted with different varieties of Banksia 

including B. rosserae (not in flower at the time). Celia is 

hoping to hold a Retrospective exhibition of her work at 

the Gippsland Art Gallery Sale next year to coincide with 

and celebrate her 90th birthday on August 11. Pam bought 

her book “Banksia Lady” for the club’s Library and it is 

available for borrowing. Some of us left spending more 

money than we intended, but very happy after a lovely 

day.   Regards, Rhonda.    

 

Rainfall for 2018 (in mm) 

  Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jly Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Wayne Tanjil South 85 10 47 21 92 92 131 73 84 32 120 52 839 

John Traralgon South 36 4 19 12 98 45 89 89 60 34 76 36 596 

Diane Drouin 73 12 48 23 131 77 106 102 61 33 150 106 921 

Mike Boolarra 61 15 39 37 90 66 102 103 67 39 174 54 844 

Mary Jeeralang Junction 57 9 31 32 78 45 108 100 59 34 121 47 719 

Brian Drouin 63 15 36 11 122 86 88 98 55 40 145 94 853 

Carolyn Yarragon 53 16 40 30 148 61 114 92 87 28 120 53 840 

Judy Moe South 54 16 39 30 114 80 86 121 79 34 99 59 811 
               

Rainfall for 2019 (in mm) 

    Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Wayne Tanjil South 21 20 51 42 97 72 127 205 152       787 

John Traralgon South 16 23 21 37 145 54 111 247 112       766 

Diane Drouin 8.5 37 57 47 125 63 101 200 114       750 

Mike Boolarra 9 23 51 43 132 67 106 207         636 

Mary Jeeralang Junction 8 38 49 32 120 59 103 176 93       677 

Brian Drouin 6 29 63 51 125 57 101 197 116       745 

Carolyn Yarragon 10 22 26 42 138 79 103 226 119       765 

Judy Moe South 12 22 52 43 152 81 127 118         607 

  

B. rosserae in gallery garden 
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s I write this we are into those really lovely days of 

spring; warm and sunny, lots of birdcalls in our bushy 

environment and the garden proceeding well 

through its season of plenty.  A thrush has decided to nest in 

an old foam box in my propagating shelter and this has 

limited some of my activity there as 

I don’t want to disturb her too 

much.  At the time of writing, we 

have three little mouths to be fed.   

As always, every spring seems to 

bring something new and this year 

Banksia petiolaris is really doing its 

thing.  This prostrate banksia has 

been in the ground for about four 

years and was putting on its first flower bud last year when I 

accidentally stood on it while weeding, putting an end to that.  This 

year I’ve been extra careful while weeding and it looks like I will be 

rewarded with at least six flowers.  The new buds glow a lovely 

reddish brown in the sun while the young leaves unfurl through 

pastel reds, apricots and yellows before maturing to green.   

I have also made a breakthrough on the propagation front.  

Despite many years of trying, I have never been able to strike 

Banksia dryandroides from cuttings.  I have previously tried seed 

extraction from a fruit on the plant but with no success.  I assumed 

the seeds were unviable without cross-pollination.  While telling 

Mike Beamish my propagating tale of woe recently, he 

commented that the 

fruits looked ok.  This prompted me to have 

another go.  I burnt one with a gas torch until 

the mouths opened, then probed and hacked 

with various instruments to extract seed.  Lo 

and behold, the gas torch experiment has 

succeeded, with several seedlings up and 

going.  Thanks for the prompt, Mike! 

While on the subject of Banksia, I very much 

enjoyed our visit to the Celia Rosser Gallery.  

Very humble and down to earth, Celia is not only a talented artist, she is a keen observer 

of the natural world with a natural understanding of the science of plants.  We are lucky to 

have her dedication to the genus Banksia. 

Cheers for now and see you at the next meeting,  

Col.  

A 
Editor’s Notes. By Col Jackson 
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Plants in my Garden 159  
 

Species: Ornduffia (syn. Villarsia) reniformis. 

 

Family: Menyanthaceae  

 

Derivation: 

Ornduffia: Named after Robert Ornduff (1932-2000), who contributed greatly to the study 

of the Menyanthaceae family and the genus Villarsia. 

Villarsia: Named after Dominique Villars (1745-1814), a French botanist, physician and 

professor at Grenoble. 

reniformis;  From the Latin renes, meaning ‘the kidneys’ and forma, meaning ‘shape’, 

hence kidney-shaped, referring to the leaves. 

 

Name: Running Marsh-flower. 

 

Distribution: South Australia, on Kangaroo Island and the Fleurieu Peninsula north to 

Adelaide and into the south-east, right across Victoria and up the NSW coast to Sydney, on 

Flinders Island and in the north-east of Tasmania, usually in aquatic situations, freshwater 

swamps and marshes to a depth of 60cm. 

   

Description: A robust, aquatic, perennial herb to 1.3m in height, with long spreading stolons 

(basal stems which grow just below the soil surface, with roots shooting from nodes at 

By Mike Beamish 
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regular intervals). Leaves can float and are broadly ovate, kidney-shaped or orbicular to 

12cm long and 10cm wide. They usually have a cordate (heart-shaped) base, are glossy, 

dark green above and purplish below, usually with entire margins but sometimes with 

rounded teeth, on stems to 70cm long. Flowering stems are up to 1.3m long, bearing very 

conspicuous, many-flowered, loose terminal panicles of bright yellow flowers to 45mm 

across, that have 4-6 corolla lobes with crenulate (finely toothed) or undulate (wavy) wings 

and interior fringes.  

 

Opinion: This species had its name change in 2009 in Victoria, but is still known as Villarsia 

in some other jurisdictions. My specimen lives in the creek section of my frog pond, which I 

have allowed to turn itself into a bog garden by not removing any of the debris that falls 

into it from the surrounding gardens. The plants don’t seem to mind, the three species in this 

section (water-lilies and River Mint are the other two) are all healthy and happy, although 

it is probably too shady for the water-lily and the Marsh-flower to flower well. The River Mint 

loves it though! 

 

I think my specimen came from the 2014 FJC Rogers Seminar in Bendigo, but my records 

are so poor that I can’t find an entry for it and it could be from anywhere. It went into the 

bog garden about 3 years ago after I found it struggling along in a tube in my 

nursery/storage area and it hasn’t looked back since getting its feet wet. If I notice any 

seed setting, I’ll be collecting it, but if anybody wanted to get this plant into their bog 

gardens, I’m sure a piece of a stolon would do the trick. 

 

Sources: Sharr – WA Plant Names and their Meanings. 

  Elliot & Jones – Encyclopaedia of Australian Plants, Volumes 9. 

  Corrick & Fuhrer – Wildflowers of Victoria. 

  Online – Floras of Victoria, South Australia, NSW, Tasmania & WA. 

 

  

2019 Latrobe Valley Group Events Calendar 
Month Day Date Activity Time 

Nov Thur 14 Member’s Night.  Favourite plant, propagation 

techniques, mictoscope etc. 

7:30 PM 

Dec Friday 6 Peppermint Ridge Farm Noon  

Correa ‘Barossa Gold’ new foliage 
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elow are notes and photos from Mike and Cathy’s travels in 

South Australia, sent from Streaky Bay where they took 

advantage of some decent phone signal.  Mike is uncertain of 

the identity of many of them, but has made some guesses, so I have 

tried to match his photos and guesses for your viewing.  The following 

has been constructed from Mike’s emails [Editor].  

This orchid at right from Kiata may be a Greencomb Spider Orchid. 

The Grevillea and the Salmon Sun Orchid (Thelymitra rubra) below 

were found at Ngarkat Conservation Park. 

I have no idea what the little iris-like plant below is, but it was widespread and common on 

the claypans and gorges in Red Banks Conservation Park, Caroona Creek Conservation 

Park (both near Burra) and in 

the Gawler Ranges. 

Eremophila longifolia, left, is 

widespread all over the 

country.  The Maireanas 

below may be M. turbinata 

(red) and M. pyramidata 

(green, turning black, called Black Bluebush!).  

B 
South Australian Travels By Mike Beamish 
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The blue flower at left is, I think, Ajuga australis. The daisy 

above centre is probably a Chrysocephalum but was 

interesting because they were all yellow except for this one 

orange plant in the middle of the patch. The Seabox, 

above right, is not much to look at from more than a foot 

away, but up close the flowers 

and buds are lovely. The Bulbine 

Lily below right is growing in the 

centre of the Organ Pipes 

Gorge where it has wet feet and a 

pile of fertiliser next to it in the form of 

roo poo and goat carcasses. 

The Isotome is different to ours, with 

oval-shaped, serrated leaves, but 

grows in similar places, namely 

cracks in rock walls where it is out of 

reach of goats and roos. There were 

dozens of the Rustyhoods scattered 

through the riparian zone even 

though it was pretty warm and dry. 

The Alyogynes were a sight, with one 

plant of A. hakeifolia standing out in 

the middle of a patch of A. huegelli, with its bright green, linear leaves and bigger flowers 

contrasting with the crinkled leaves and paler flowers of the more common species.  The 

solanum below right was in the Gawler Ranges. 
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t our meeting on Thursday 10 October, Latrobe Valley Mine Rehabilitation 

Commissioner Professor Rae Mackay gave us a presentation on the possible futures 

of the Latrobe Valley brown coal mines.  Rae has a background as past Director of 

the Geotechnical and Hydrology Engineering Research group at Federation University. With 

more than 40 years’ experience in water engineering and hydrogeology, he has worked 

on a wide range of problems including deep geological disposal of nuclear waste, arid 

zone ground water, and resource and agricultural development in many countries around 

the world. I have lived in the Latrobe Valley all my life but never fully realised the workings 

of the mines.  Some of the facts I never knew were that ground water must be pumped 

from the aquifers that underlie the mines to prevent mine floor heave, that brown coal is 

about 65% water and only weighs about 10% more than water or that horizontal drains are 

installed in the coal batters to prevent batter instability. 

Issues of importance required for rehabilitation of mines are that they be safe, sustainable, 

non-polluting, visually attractive, useful and productive. There are three main options for 

rehabilitation: a full pit lake, a partial pit lake and a dry pit, all of which have different 

advantages and disadvantages.  For Hazelwood the timeline is as follows – planning and 

interim progressive rehabilitation being carried out currently with mine filling from aquifers 

to begin in 2021 with completion in 2040, after which the licence is relinquished.  

Rae gave an outline of how Germany has rehabilitated some of its coal mines. They have 

filled the mines with water and developed lakes, recreation spaces, off road trails, mountain 

biking trails, biodiversity, intensive agriculture, hi-tech industry, housing developments and 

renewable energy farms. 

In contrast, some years ago I visited a rehabilitated coal mine in Ohio, USA. The Wilds Open 

Range Zoo was established on 700 acres of reclaimed mine that was converted to prairie 

very successfully. The Zoo houses threatened animal species from around the world, with 

no visual sign of its past coal history. Research, education and tourism make it sustainable. 

Since 2004 10,000 tree seedlings have been planted and 20 acres of wet land refuge 

developed, and in 2014 stream restoration has occurred. They do have ongoing problems 

with impaction of the soil and reclaimed forests which are in poor health due to low species 

diversity and over growth of invasive species. They continue to work on these problems. So, 

the Latrobe Valley has great challenges ahead, not only with Hazelwood but also Yallourn 

and Loy Yang de-commissioning a rehabilitating over long time lines. Not to mention the 

effects from climate change.  

A very interesting, informative and thought-provoking presentation which stimulated a lot 

of questions from the audience. Many thanks to Rae and Mary for the presentation. 

  

A 
LV Mine Rehabilitation Presentation By Rhonda Fitch 

Micromyrtus ciliata spring flowers 
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pring is always going to be filled with 

flowers, but one of my favourites is White 

Myrtle (Hypocalymma angustifolium).  

Once it starts, it is just a mass 

of white and pink.  The secret 

to its display success is the 

fact that the unopened buds 

are pink, with the flowers 

bursting out to white, then 

returning to pink again, thus 

ensuring an ongoing parade of colour for a 

long period of time.  It is a good size to fit into 

every garden, topping out at about 1 m high 

by 1m wide.  In my garden it has proved tough 

and reliable in steep, sunny, very dry positions. 

It doesn’t require any supplementary watering, 

even in the harshest of our recent summers and 

(hooray) nothing seems to eat it.  Although 

Angus (of ‘Gardening with Angus’ fame) maintains that it is short lived, my 

oldest plant (the one in these photos) would have to have about ten years 

behind it now and it shows no signs of karking it yet.  In my experience it is 

pretty easy to strike from softwood or medium hardwood cuttings taken 

during the growing season, so it tends to show up in different positions 

around my garden.  This is a plant I will use more in my garden and would 

recommend for everyone to try in a sunny, well-drained spot. 

S 
White Myrtle: A no-fuss performer. By Col Jackson 
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9 November 2019 APS Victoria Committee of Management Meeting hosted by APS 

Bendigo.  

17 February to 17 April 2020 - Australian Plants Revealed.  An Exhibition highlighting 

Banksias and Unique Australian Flora at the Maroondah Federation Estate Gallery, 32 

Greenwood Avenue, Ringwood. In April 2020 it will be 250 years since the East Coast of 

Australia was first sighted from the Endeavour when Lieutenant Cook, his crew and 

passengers saw Point Hicks in East Gippsland. Joseph Banks and Daniel Solander 

collected many specimens from the East Coast for scientific study.  

28 March 2020 APS Victorian Committee of Management meeting hosted by APS 

Maroondah. 

 

28 March 2020 - A Keynote address by Professor Tim Entwistle as part of “Australian Plants 

Revealed” 

4 April 2020 APS Geelong Australian Native Plant Sale. ‘Wirrawilla’, 40 Lovely Banks Rd, 

Lovely Banks. A BBQ, refreshments, books sales, children’s activities and a great selection 

of native plants. 

 

18 April - APS Yarra Yarra Native Plant & Book Sale. At Eltham Senior Citizens Centre, 903 

Main Road, Eltham from 10 am to 4 pm.  

 

2 May 2020 APS Mornington Plant Sale, Seawinds, Arthurs Seat State Park, Purves Rd, 

Arthurs Seat. 10 am to 3.30 pm.  

 

24 & 25 October 2020 13th FJC Rogers Seminar on “Mint Bushes & Allied Genera”. Hosted 

by APS Yarra Yarra in Eltham. 

 

    
Leader: Rhonda Fitch 0459749885 rhonda.1.fitch@aussiebroadband.com.au 

Deputy-leader: Brian Hetherington 0497000925 heth3818@gmail.com 

Secretary: Judy Hetherington 0497000925 heth76933@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Mike Beamish 0447452755 mcandcjb@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor: Col Jackson 0429095527 coljackson57@hotmail.com 

Website: John Stephens 0439755013 jsst@aussiebb.com.au 

Librarian: Pamela Cox 0429194733 theroseglen@yahoo.com.au 

Publicity Delma Hodges 0408398385 rj3dh2@aussiebb.com.au 
 

HOMEGROWN NATIVE PLANTS MAYBE SOLD AT EACH MEETING.COPYRIGHT: ARTICLES OR INFORMATION ARE NEEDED FOR EVERY 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER. PLEASE ACKNOWLEDGE THE SOURCE AND ORIGINAL AUTHOR. SEND YOUR ARTICLES TO THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR; 

note SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS THE 25TH OF EACH MONTH.  MEMBERSHIP FEES; per ANNUM: TO BE PAID BY 30TH JUNE FOR BOTH LATROBE 

VALLEY GROUP Inc. AND AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY (SGAP Victoria) Inc. 
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